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A Relation of the buſmeſs now in hand 
concerning Bedford Leyell, 


ERCDS N YYedneſday the fixth of May, 1661. two 

FSENK? Bills were read in he —_— - Com- 
WKY mons, concerni e Govern- 
dC ® ment of the GC — called Bedford 
Level, It is called Great, in reſpeR ic 
contains 365000. Acres of ground, and Bedford Zewel, 
becauſe Francs Earl of pw jr (being a perſon of the 
moſt eminent quality, aud intereſt ſt the firſt 
Undertakets) gave ticle to it: And it is called Zevell, 
becauſe the whole ground lies ſo flat, that the eye can- 
not Judge where the ground riſes or falls, being chiefly 
known by obſeryation of the ſtop, or vent of water, 
the beſt judge of Levels. ; 

Now to drain this Level! from the ſource of waters 
which falls from the adjacent Hills, or contained in its 
own ſpungy nature, Francis Earl of Bedford was the 
firſt (though there were ſome attempters before) 
whoſe name, quality, and ability, both for underſtan- 
= uy purſe, gave lite, vigour, and reputation to the 
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13. Jan, 
6 Car. 1. 


27 Feb. 
7 Car. 1, 


1? Mar, 
zoCa'.l. 


17 Jan. 
I: Car, !, 
12 O®?, 
3; Car. 1. 
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To him by a law made at Lynne, by perſons of the 
chiefeſt rank ; power was given to aR, and to take aſ- 
fiſtants, and for his charge and- pains, he was to have 
95000, Acres out of the 365009, 

The year following, his Lordſhip took to his Patti- 
cipants 13, perſons more, men of undeniable integrity 
and abilicy, and thoſe 14. did interchangeably ſeale 
Dceds to each other, binding themſelves mutually to 
advance and go through the work; and this Deed is 
called the fourteenih part Deed, and it is the foundation 
of the firſt Title and Bill. 

For the more effeQtual management and performance 
of the work, Charls the firſt of bleſſed memory,granted to 
them Letters Patents, and eſtabliſhed them into a Cor- 
poration, ccnliſting alſo of thoſe 14. perſons, ſave that 
Matrevers, Sandys junior, Crane and St. Fohn came.in 
upon Aſſignations or otherwiſe, from Heath, Ruſſel, Be- 
will, and Burwell: and of theſe fourteen, one Governor, 
wo Baybffs, and 110. Commoners were conſtituted, | 
Andin the ſame Patent, the King engageth himſelt ta 
confirm the Corporation at the next enſuing Parliament. 
The Corporation being thus fixt,they proceeded ſo fac- 
ce(sfully, that within leſs than three years the work 
was compleated;and by a Law made at Percrbozough,the 
Levell was adjndged to be eftectually drained, and by a 
Law made at St. Ives, in 26, Schedales annexed to rhar 
LZaw,the 95000. Acres was ſet out, and afterwards thus 
divided, viz, 12000. to the King for his conſent, and 
80000, Acres was divided into 20, Lots,ſo as every Lot 
contained 4000. Acres; ſo there remained only 30co, 


| Acres undiſpoſed of for contingencies. 


Now as to the 20, Lots ] (h4ll give you a Scheam, 
by 


reen, 


The firſt Participants men- | The Corporation ſealed by 


tloned in the fourteenth 
part Deed. Dated 27, 
Feb. 7 Car. 1. 
I, Francis Earl of Bed- 
ford. 
2. Oliver Earl of Balling- 
brook. 
3- Edward Lord Gorges. 
4+ Sir Robert Neath , 
Kaight, 
5. Sir Miles *andys, Kt, | 
. andBaronet. 
6, Sir YYuliam Ruſſcl,, 
Knight, 
| 7. Sic Robert Bevil, Ke. 
| of the Bath. 
8. Sir Thomas Tiringham, 
Knight. 
9 Sir Philibert Vernat , 
Knight. 
10, YVVilliam Samms, Dr. 
of Law. 
Il. Anthony Hamond , 
Eſquire. 
12, Samuel Spalding , 
Gent. 
| 13. Andrews Burwel, Gent 
| 14. Sir Robert Lover, Kt, 


('S) 
by which you ſhall ſee how they alſo fell upon fourteen 
perſons, the ott:er ſix being bur partners to the four- 


Patent. 13 Mar: 
IO, Car. 1. 


I, Fraxcis Earl of Bedford, 
Governor, deceaſed. 

I. Sir Miles Sapdys, Knight 
and Baronet, Deputy 

| Governor, deceaſed. 

| Sir Thomas Tirin- ) Bay- 


gham. liffs 
Sir Miles Sandys,{ decea- 
Junior, ſed. - 


OliverE.of Bulling-"\ 
brook, deceaſed. 
Henry Lord: Ma- 
trewvers, deceaſed. 
Edward L. Gorggy 


decealed. - . 7] 'X 
Sir Francis Crane, | Com- 
deceaſed. mo- 


Sir Robert Lovett, i ners. 
decealed, 

VVilliam Sams, de- 
ceaſed. 

Oliver St. Fohn , 
dead in Law. 

Anth. Hamond? | 
Sam, Spalding Yviwios | 
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The twenty Lots in the firff Book of Lots allotted to four- 
teen perſons, and by them ſubſcribed, 


Francis Earl of Bedford 3, 9. 11. 14, 20. "1 


Sir Philibert Yernat. 1. 


This mak Sir Miles Sawdys junior, 2: 


the Lors 
wherein * 


Sir Miles Sandys, ſenior. 10. 13. 

"ws Aus Fohn Tiringham, 4. 6. | 
| 

| 


_ Robert Henley. 5, 6. 1 J- 17, 
Edward Lord Gorges. 6, 15. 17: 
Sir Robert Bewil, 7. " | 
VVilliam Sams, 8. 
Oliver Earl of Bullingbrook, g. | 
Anthony Hamond. 12, 

| Sir Francis Crane. 16, 

Henry Lord Matrevers, 18, 13, 


| Foby Latch, I 9, 
| a 


—S 


Theſe ſix were Sharers only in the 6, 12, 13; & 17, Lots. 


Arthur Ingram. 6. 
Arthur Ameſley. 6. 


Fohn Marſham. 12. 
Samwel Spalding, 1 3. 
Oliver St, Fobn. 17, 

Robert Caſtle, 17, And 
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And this is the Title of Francis Earl of Bedford, and 
the manner of proceeding, aud ſerling itz but leſt you 
thould run into any error, it is fit you thould know alſo, 
that for ſome reaſons of State, not to be enquired in- 
to, His late Majeſty by a Law made at Huntington, ,, x, 
(the year afcer the ſaid Patent) became the Uaderta- 14 Car.z, 
ker, and he was to have not only the 95000. Acres, 
bur 57000, Acres more,and the firſt Undertakers to be 
allowed 40000, Acres Tax*free,in recompence of their 
former charges,& induſtry. Bur in reſpeR his now Maje- 
fby is pleaſed to content himſelt with the 12000, acres 
formerly aſſigned to his late Majeſty (according to St, 
Ives Law)and not at this preſent to interpoſe himſelt; 
ſhall nor intermedle with his late Majefties Underta- 
king, till his now Majeſties pleaſure be turther known : 
But I conceive that ought to be defired, before an 4# 
can paſs to exclude his Majeſty, there being many ma- 
ny material Arguments both for and againſt ic. Buc 
admitting his Majeſty doth wave that trouble, or the 
imploying of new Inſtruments under him, to prevent 
any diſfatisfaQion to the adjacent Counties, or preju- 
dice to the Participants of Francis Earl of Bedford : 
then this Narrative will run clear, that the ſaid Francs 
and his Participants have the right ticle, but being 
hindered for ſome time by his late M4jeſty,and atrer by 
the commotions of the people, then by the ſucceeding 
wars, by ſequeſtrations, aad their inevitable ablence, 
or death, they were diſabled in purſe, or perſon,or durſt 
notatrend its preſervation, So that the King being 
Martyrd, and Francis Earl of Bedford formerly dead, 
and-fo many of his Participants (as conceive they had 


a right to neer a moity ofche 83000, Acres) made un» 
capable, 
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capable, or having not a conſcience to 2R with them. 
I i5y William now Earl of Bedford (needing no other 
title but bis own, as heir to his Father) did (by inſnare- 
ment (judging charitably of thoſe that had but few 
months before ſhred the Kingdom into a Commonwealth) 
ſuffer his name to be uſed, ina pretended AW of Par- 
liament, dated 29. of May, 1649, Wherein were Con- 
ſticuted ſuch ſubtile Laws, and ſuch Commiſsioners and 
Fuazes of the Level, as had endeavoured to level all 
but themſelves; for in the. firſt place, they ſold the 
Kings 12000, Acres, and then above 30000, Acres of 
the Participants of the ſaid Earls Father, (being all loy- 
all ſubje&s) and upon theſe two titles (as I ſaid) ewo 
Bills were preſented co the Houſe to be enaRted. 

The title of the Participants claiming under Francis 
Earl of Bedford,was uſhered in with a Petition, and read 
in the Houſe before the other Bi//,and therefore I ſhall 
firſt ſet down the Petition in the very words, and the 
ſubſtance of that Bz//, before I proceed to the Bill of 
thoſe who claim by the At of 1649. 

The Petition was from Sir William Playters Knight, 
(Truſtee for the Earl of Arundel) Sir - Hewet Ba- 
ronet, Sir William Teringham Knight of the Bath, Col. 
Sam, <andys, Col, Robert Philips, Col. Wilkam Dodſon, 


- and others c__ under the Original Adventurers of 
a 


the great Level c 
Shemine, 

That whereas there hath been, and © 4 difference between 
the Adventurers under the right Honoxrable Francis Earl 
of Bedf:.rd, aud the Tatraders under the right Honowrable 
William Earl of Bedford, the ſaid Adventurers #xnder 
Francis, claiming thrir rights by wertue of 4 fourteemh 
| part. 


ed Bedford Level, 


Mo | (9) 
pt Deed, and ſeveral other Laws of Sewers, Letters Pa- þ. 
rents, end orders of Councel, madein their behalf , and 
the ſaid Tatraders, claiming under William, by colowr on- 
ly of a Law, —_— the pretend:d Parliament in 1649. 
and by ſuch unjuſt diſſeifin, and intruſions. " 

They pray, That an At? herewith tendered, in behalf 
of the-Petttioners may be read, orc, 

The Zi/{ attending the ſaid Petition, doth ftate the 
ſaid Earl Francs his title, according as is before ex- 
preſſed z andthe prayer of that Bi conſiſts of four 
Parts: bur betore I proceed to thoſe, (give me leave to 
uſe cheir langnage, with the reaſons in calling the Par- 
ticipants.under Earl Francs (Petitioners) and thoſe une 
der Earl William (Intraders.) For incalling them 7»- 
traders, the Petitioners ſay, that they do not inthe leaft 
intend by that word to prejudice the honour of Earl 
William, or to leſſen his intereſt in. che. Fennes, they 
mean ſo long as his Lordſhip, or any of his 2avticipants, 
do make or derive their title from Francs; and his Par- 
ticipants : and not from Forfeitwres upon that pretend- 
edARof 1649. And the Petitioners do: think his 
Lordſhip ſo ingenuous, noble, and'loyal as not to (up- 
port that title: nor do the Peritroners aim totake away 
from any man the leaſt Acre that was bone fid: paſt to 
them by the ſaid Earl Fraxcs, or bis Participants, or 
ſuch asuſtly claim under him or them before or ſince 
che twenty ninth of Mey, 1649, So that the Periti- 
oners mean by ntrsders, only thoſe char purchated the 
Petitioners lands upon the ticle only of that pretended 
Ad for non payment of Taxes ; ſo illegally, WIWATTANE- 
ably, (and they . ſay alſo) #nnec:ſſarily _ For. 

ſe werds, 


VIZ® 


whereas all Deeds, _—_ 1649, went in 
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viz. Whereas Francs, &c. did by a fourteenth part Deed, 
8&c.the Intruders have no other preammble,than the reci- 
ral of the (aid pretended Aa, nar tttle, nor Covenant to 
defend them, ſo as none are injured bur themſelvs, and 
ſeeing Caveat Emptor 1s 4 maxime in Law (rhe Petiti- 
oners ſay) why ſhon'd not the I-rraders make reſtiruti- 
on cam omnibus emolumentis f | conteſle the Intruders 
reply plzuſibly, Give ws our Tax: money we are out. of, 
and take your Lands : Burt che Petitioners adde ro'thar 
old maxime, Thar the buſineſs of Tax, is not only an 
wnjuſt impoſition, but a ſubjeR tor cheating : tor, firſt, 
when the 80000. Acres were divided into 20. Lots, 
each Lot did confiſt of three ſorts of grounds, Bad, In- 
different, and Good, 

Now whileſt each Lot ſtood entire in poſſeſſion of 
thoſe who firſt undertook them, it was equal z bur be- 
ing ſubdivided, to ſeveral perſons, it was unequal char 
that land ſhould pay a/Nobte per Acre, which. was not 
worth 9.4. and that not above a Noble, which was 
worth above a-pound. Then as to the opportunity of 
cheating, it was obvious co every one, that if ſorne-few 
of therv chat ruled che waters did contederate, in were 
eafie ro let in water upon good grounds, to make'them 
worſe and keep them upoa bad, firom being berter; 
till che Taxes made them weary of them, and (the 
Peritioners ſay) this will be evidenced incaſe of onr of 
the Intruders, who bought as many Fenaes art 2. 5, 6.4, 

acre(the ſum not amouating to above cwo orthree 
hundred pound) as within a ſhore time was fold for 3. 
4. and 5. 4. peracrey ſoas abour 30000, L, was mare 
of them, By.this A of Taxes, Col. Sem. S4nqys is 
deceived of aboye 7020. Acres. (which: was conveyed 
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t9 Truſtees for the Indemaifying him againſt great 
debts, wherein be ſtood engaged with Sir Milrs San- 
dys) and the Earl of Arznde! loſt his ſhares (by em- 
ploying one to pay the Taxes, which ſuffered chem to 
be forteired, that there might be an opportunity to 
purchaſe them.) Something might be added in Crane 
and Heblyns Caſe to the ſame efteR, but Iam loath to 
trouble you with more of theſe ſad Truths, and only 
wiſh that the 1ntruders may not bold Machiavils maxim, 
That things which are nnjufily gotten, muſt be unjuſtly 
maintained, hoping the Intruders will prove better 
principled. | 

So that I conceive Sir, there will be no great diffe- 
rence in the Ticle, preſumiag that che righe Honorable 
VVilliam Earl of Bedford will own bis Fatkers Partici- 
pants, rather than thoſe which came ini by a Title fo 
dangerous to be ſupported z as we may read in a Book 
of that eminent Lawyer Sir Orlando Bridgeman, in his 
proceedings againſt the Traycors at Newgate, who in 
ſeveral places intimares it as Treaſon to at by As 
made by an uſarped power, which perhaps is pardon- 
ed, if not proſetuted. 

Now as to the Prayers of the Bill ; the Petitioners 
in their firſt Prayer, fix upon the very number of = 
ſons, viz. fourteew to be of this Corporation in this i 
according to the original Infticution of ic, both by 
Deed, Patent, and Allotments, And theſe fourteen to 
continue for one year, (being perſons of the greateſt, 
and righteſt intereſt under Francis Earl of Bedford, and 
leſs guilty of incrafion: ) and then theſe to make 
elegion of others according as che ſaid Patent di- 


res, 
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Ia all 14. 


. ving been as they art named int 


Now the old '"_FBY, bo uf and ; comin ha- 
ormer dcneame, 


Theſe are the new Governors, as they are deſired in 
this Petitioners Bill, 


T, he Governor, 
I. William Earl of Bedford, as —_ under Earl 
Francs. 


The Deputy Governor, 
I. Samuel Sandys,: Eſq; claiming under Sir Ales 
Sands, 
The two Bayliffs. 


Sir William Tirriveham Knight of che Bath, claim- 
11.4 ng under Sir 7homes and Fobw-T: irrinhan. | 
Sir _ HewetiBaronet, claiming under Si Robert 
Bewvi 
The ten Commoners, 
4 Anthony St.Fohn ſon to the ſaid E.ot Bullin brook, 
Sic William Playters Kt. and Baroner, Truſtee fot 
the Lord Matrewers late Earl of Arundel. - 
Arthur E. of Angleſey,claiming under the L.Gorge. 
Hoblyn, Eq; claiming under Sir Richard 
2 Crane. by Coheirſhip. 
Col. 1ohn Reſſel (on to Francs late E. of B Wy 
"1 Jobs L. Culpepper, claiming under Francis Eart of 
Bedford, 
Rob, Phillips E(q;claiming under the heirs of Gorge. 
Col.Y7ll. Dodſon claiming under Sir Miles Sandys, 
(Oliver Stlobn ——_ diſabled from ating,) | 
Anth. Hamond Eqs {The two only legal ſurvivors 
$4zs, Spalding Gent. So the former Corporation. 


But 
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But if chenumber bet po mayengs cnt 
the work, che Petitioners will aſlent - parts In 
as they be not 1ntraders, or if the perſons mentioned in 

the Petitioners Bill be not better and 'more cy 
qualified, than any others chat che , Eail- william thill _ 
name, it will be ſubmicred-co the, Parliament to jadge - 

of each others exceptions. | —— 
The ſecond Prayer of the Peticionets Bill is, char 
12000. acres may be reſtored, co the King, whichir 
ſeems the Iatruders bave done and the Petitioners do 
proteſt that.it was an AR of Juſtice, and hope they will 
proceed in the ſame eſtice, in reſtoring] theirs withonc 
turther trouble, or noy(e ; and if chey would alſo give 
his Majeſty the 20000. /. for which chey-ſold his land, 
ahd the mean profits of the Petitioners lands ro: the 
Petitioners, their Juſtice chereia 'would be the more 

renowned... © | 61 

The third Prayer is to ayoid all Ticles made by the 
Intraders apon che pretended 4%. of 1649, and thac 
quier poſſeſſton may be given tothe Petitioners, eſpeci- 
ally Pe the Petitioners werg {o kind ; asnat to op- 
poſe an A7 in the laſt Parliament, whereby the I»wir 
ders (to their great gains) were not tobe difturbed in 
their poſſeſſion till the 29. of May 1661. a dey whe 
not only his  Maje#y made his happy entrance into bis 
D6ominions, viz, 2 9, M4y,1660.| bus eyery loyalſub- 
je may expect like free. entraxre into theits 3] and.the 
rather, becauſe the very ſelf ſame day that the Intru- 
ders obtained their 4, viz. May 1649. the very [ame 
day eleven years after, the laſt AR of the Incruders for 
continuing poſſeſhon doth expire, vis. 29, May 1661. 
wich was obtained by they own deſires; ſo that wy 
ave 


I" FO | 
baye:the lefereMowro beiuny longer injutrous vpn a- | 
nynpretence whatever But the Tntruders ſay furcher, 
tharrhe Perivioney; had no poſſeffion by 5. Tves Law ; 
{ char they did not diſpoſſeſle the' Perttoners of chat, 
which-cheywere not pofleſt of. To' which rhe Perits- 
17 Car, 1-9wers anſwer, that by a Law for the allotments in 7re- 
land the very words of the Statute are, That the A1lot- 
ments hill be judged as in actual poſſeſſion of thoſe to 
whom they were allotted, for 4 Title is as ſafe in grof, | 
as in retail: And the Petitioners zifitm, thar by vertne | 
of the parricipancy,under Francs Earl of Bedford, they 
did buy; fell, chop, change, ſell and ler their Lots, or 
part of them, without any diſpure,til chey were thrown 
out by the Iatruders by colour of rhe prereaded AR of 
1649, | 1 
The laſt part of the' Prager of the Peticioners Bill is 
to take care of the Country, wherein the Petitioners (ay, 
they are not aſhamed to expoſe their accounts to the 
cenſure of futh as the Parliamenc ſhall chink fit to 0- 
verlook their ations z and that there may be redreſs co 
{ach as juſtly complain, they do'rherein rake” Care for 
the Counmes intereſt. 
And nbw I have done with che #itle and deſires of the 
Peririoners Bill; I ſhall proceed to rhe Inrraders Bill, 
but upon peraſal of ir, 1 find it is but rhe very ſame 
with'iche Bill of 2 9'May 649." which is ro be bought 
ac Mr. Hurbandsa'Stationer in Fleaffrert, wherein you 
will find very lircle ater added, bat ſeveral material 
ſentences owitced fri that AR,v7z, ln þ 
4, 
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| V nr is ſaid, 
That the ſaid William Ball of Be c. ſhall holdyhe 
fav? apablſt the Ring,” his' Heirs wid 
claiming by, from, bf under him, 


Tuccefſors, or any 
| Aad 
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Andia pag. $74. They cheerfully take away «ll. ad- 
vantages which bis Majeſty, his heirs or Succiſſors may 
challenge by reaſon of any former Laws made in behalf of. 
bim and hu heirs, viz. 19 Fac, and 14 Car. 1, too long 
here to:tranſcribe, So that it chey inferred chete Clau- 
ſes againſt his Majeffy, &c. how could his loyal Seb- 
jeds, the Pecitioners, whamebey bad; al: diſcarded, 
1 concerned; expedt.any: right, tilche Act 
it ſelt of 1649. and thoſe F»traders be alſo Jaid afider 

Ia ſhort, che Petitioners Biflis to revive the old Go 
vermmem., -©o purge it of: all, I=ireders, 2 reſtore 5be 
Kinghis rights, and todo Jaſtice to:thal Connivies < 
But the 1xex . ders. Bill is fullot Laws;! befare the jGor 
vernment be agreed on, or ſuch Juſtice performed as is 
requiſite. 

I thought to have concluded, but peruſing a printed 
Paper of the Intruders, called 4 Narrative of their dras- 
ning of Bedford Level, abour which, they ſay, that they 
have expended above 250000, /. and in another Nar- 
rative printed two days fince,50000, l. ſo that it ſeems 
they agree not in their account, I muſt rell you what 
the Petitioners ſay, Thar in the firſt Paper the 
intruders admit the yearly charge to be bur 8000. f, 
per annum, which from 1649. to 1660, being 
eleven years , is buc 88000, /, So there is a grols 
miſtake of 162000 /. beſides the other ſum of 50000h, 
So that if the Pexitianers/fſhogld admir of 88000, /, 
raiſed in Taxes, by 8000. /. per annum, the Intruders 
are indebted to ſuch as may juſtly call chem co an ac- 
count,for 20000.0. received by ſale of the Kings lands, 
and more than double ſo much by the ſale of the Peri- 
rioners lands, beſide the imperfetiions of their —_— 
an 


-and vaſt neevliefs. dninies fo the t ofthe bid. 
Level; and ttie —_— have no rea Foc: cds of 
the Petitioners. mercy," if rhey be par oftg-withour gi-- 
ving account ofthe mean profis, eſpecially ctie Peti- 
ioners (or thoſe from' whom rhey claim) having ex- 

leaſt #2000004#/. (above twenty years4ince,) 
which chePetitioners'conceive'is the $50 
before ded co be disburſed ; \not bay 
tioners received any mean profies, or adyanr j- 

the rarer the rb, rome vi more iro 6 

o_ees So thatit the Peri onet 
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